WILL MACQUEER
Who stole the Lord Chancellor's Mace and delighted in
robbing Army Officers on the Highway.    Executed
at Tyburn^ ist of May, 1691
THIS notorious offender was the bastard son of an
Irish priest, and born at Athenrea, in the county of
Galway and province of Connaught in Ireland, Coming
young to England and not readily falling into any business
was the occasion of his first taking to ill courses, he being
exposed, as most idle fellows are, to bad company, which
is the most common introduction to thieving, and as it were
the first step towards Tyburn*
The first of William Macqueer's offences was a burglary
committed at Brentwood, in Essex, in company with three
more. They entered a gentleman's house there, stole four
diamond rings, a very large quantity of plate, and six
hundred pounds in money. Not long after this he and
one more broke open the Lord Chancellor Jeffreys' house,
in Duke Street, Westminster, whence they carried off the
purse and mace belonging to his office. Macqueer has been
often heard to boast how he made his companion carry the
two prizes before him through the park in the same manner
as they were carried before the Chancellor, while he walked
in state behind them, and swelled as much as any country
cobbler could do when he arises to the dignity of mayor of
his borough. The next morning early there was a terrible
hue and cry after these ensigns of dignity, which Macqueer
had secured in his closet at his lodgings, going out all day
to hear what would be the event of the inquiry. The maid
going up that day to clean his chamber found a small jewel
on the floor, which had been dropped from the purse. This
she instantly carried down to her master, who having heard
the news that day, and not liking his lodger very well before,
began to suspect what afterwards appeared to be the truth.
For, sending for a constable and breaking open the door,
they found both the mace and the purse, which were the